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Lueina fine Concubitu. 

A 

T R E A T I S E 

Humbly addreAed to the 

ROYAL SOeiETy; 



Is proved,bymoft, InconteflabIeEviDENCE, 
drawn from Reafon and Pra<5tice, that a 
WoMAN may conceive,and be broaght to 
Bed, without any Commerce with Man. 

Ore omnes verfi£ in Zephyros Jlant rupibus altis, 
Exceptantque leves auras, etf^efine ullis 
CoHJugiis vento gravid<B (mirabile ditfiu) 
Saxa per etfcopulos et depreffas convalles 
Diffugiunt, dr"c. ViRG, Georgie. iii. 

Cur ego defperem fieri fme conjuge niater, 
Et parere intado, dummodo cafla, viro ? 

OviD, Faft. V. 

Or, as other Authors fing, 

Thefrolic lVind that breathes the Spring, 

Zephyr with Aurora playing, 

As he met her onee a Maying, 

Pill'd her with thee a Daughter fair, 

So buxom, blithe, and dehonnair. 

Milton's L'Allegro. 



LONDON. 
1750- 




TRE AT ISE 

Humbly addressed to the 

ROYAL SOeiETY^ 
Gentlemen, 

f HE great Eneouragement you shew to all 
leamed Investigations of Nature {wit- 
ness those excellent Treatises published 
every Year in your Philosophieal Transaetions) 
emboldens me to lay before you a Discovery, 
whieh, I believe, is entirely new, and whieh I am 
sure will equal any thing that has been offered to 
the World sinee Philosophy has been a Seienee. 
Excuse my Presumption, and forbear your Cen- 
sures till you have read my Narrative. No less 
than fifteen Years of my Life have been spent in 
bringing this Areanum to a Maturity. And when 
both Theory and Praetiee had eonhrmed me in 
it, my first Thoughts inelined me to go over into 
France, and put up for the Prize at Bourdeaux, 
where Philosophers shew Problems, as Gardeners 
do earnations al a Elorist's Eeast But eon- 

' The auihor is said to have been the Rev. H. C'oveniry. 
(See Lowttdes.) 
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to the Buteher {who are employed to disburthen 
Nature of her Numbers, lest ihe World should 
grow too populous) outlive the Sensations of 
Humanity, and never sutTer their Minds to be 
interrupted with Pity ; but though I had been 
long used to the Sight of Misery, and had ac- 
quired a sufficient Gonstaney of Peatures, there 
was something in the Seene before me too powerful 
for Gustom ; and I really found myself inelining 
to Gompassion. But the good old Lady soon 
put a Stop to these Womanish Emotlons of my 
Spirit, faUing upon me wifh the most outrageous 
Abuse, for daring to asperse her Daughler^s RepU' 
tation in that wieked ruffianly Mamier, vowing it 
was a Lie, a damn'd Lie% and sAe wondered her 
Husband eould hear it luithmtt Resentnunt. To 
all whieh I replied, with some Aerimony, that I 
was not used to be treated with sueh Language, 
that I knew very well how disagreeable a Tnith it 
must be to a Parent's Ear, but sinee my Office 
eould not proteet me from Abuse, my Honour 
obliged me to take my Leave ; and so making a 
Bow, I left the Kamily to grow ealm at leisure ; 
not doubting but I should have a seeond Sum- 
mons, when they had reasoned themselves into 
Temper. Aeeordingly a Chariot eame to fetch 
me the next Moriiing ; and though the Mother 
eould hardly bridle iu her Passion, and the young 
Lady protested every Moment she was innoeent, 
ARairs were now too far advanced to be eon- 
eealed ; and about Five in the Aftemoon, I 
eondueted into the World the little malieious 
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Witness, whose Evidence was so fatal to the 
yoang Lady's Gharaeter, and so neeessary to the 
Vindication of mine. Yet still, after this seem- 
ingly conclusive Conviction, she eontiniied to 
make the same eamest Deelarations to all who 
Tisited her ; and one Day, as I was sitting alone 
with her, after she was pretty well recovered 
from the Shoek of her Delivery, she eaught me 
hastily by the Hand, and with many Tears, and 
many Asseverations of Innoeenee, be^ed of 
Ileayen to blast her immediately with Lightning, 
if ever she had known a Man. Sueh eamest 
Protestations, delivered with sueh an Air of Truth, 
and aeeompanied with so many moving Tears, 
wrought upon me so strongly, ihat, I knew not 
liow, I found myself strangely inelined to believe 
her, even against the Remonstranees of Reason 
and Experience. Full of what she had said, I 
returned Home in a very thoughtful Mood, and 
eontinued uneasy and perplexed for a great while; 
tiU one Day happening to take up Mr. WooU 
laston's Religwn of Nature delineated, I fell 
aeeidentally upon a Passage, M'hieh struek sueh 
a sudden Light on my Imaginalion, that I shall 
beg Leave to quote it at large, as the Ground- 
work and Foundation of my whole System. 

That great Philosopher disputing whether human 
Souls are tradueed from Parents to their Children, 
or supematurally conveyed into the Fcetus at the 
Time of its Birth (whieh is a very worthy Subjcct 
of philosophie Enquiry, beeause impossible to be 
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determined, and miieh a-kin to ihat learred Dis- 
quisition of old,' whether Eggs or the Ghieken in 
them are first ereated) in the fifth Seetion of his 
ineomparable Work, has the folIowing remarkable 
Passage : *' If then the Semina, out of whieh 
" Animals are produeed, are (as 1 doubt not) 
'* Animaleiila already formed ; whieh l^eing dis- 
" tributed about, espeeially in some opportune 
" Plaees, are taken in with Aliment, or perhaps 
" the very Air ; being separated in the Bodies of 
" Males, by Strainers proper to every Kind, and 
" then lodged in their seminal Yessels, do there 
" receive some kind of Addition and InAuenee ; 
" and then being transferred into the Wombs of 
" the Kemales, are there nourished more plenti- 
" fully, and grow too big to be longer eontined : 
" I say, if this be the Case, 6^c." And again, 
" I eannot but eonelude that there are Animaleula 
' ' of every Tribe originally formed by the Almighty 
" Paront, to be the Seed of all future Generations ; 
" and it is eertain the Analogy of Nature in other 
" Instanees, and mieroseopieal Observations, do 

" strongly abet what I have said," These are 

the Words of the great and leamed Mr. Wool- 
laston ; whieh I had no sooner read, than I was 

' C«iji3ri«wjsays, many of the oid Philosophers asserted 
ihe Eternity of the World upon this excellent invincible 
Argument, "quod negent omnino posse reperiri, avesne 
" ante an ova generata sint; eum et ovum sine ave, ct 
" avis sine ovo gigni non possit." This interesting Ques- 
lion was onee mueh agitated, as may be seen by Maerobius 
and Plutarek, who ealls it to a.irO(iov koI iroAAd iTfi6.yfui.7it 
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instantly thrown into a Reveric^ and began to 
reSeet with myself, that if sueh little Embryos or 
Animakula are so dispersed about, and taken in 
at the Moulh with Air or Ahraent ; and if nothing 
more is required than a eertain hot Bed for them 
to dilate and expaud themseWes, till they grow 
too big to be longer confined, after the Manner of 
Seeds in a Cucumber-Frame : I say, if this 1« the 
whole Mystery of Generation {and E\periment has 
sinee fully convinced me that it is so) I began to 
question, why might not the Fcetus be as eom- 
pletely hatehed in the seminal Yessels of the 
Woman, as when it passes ihrough the Organs 
of both Sexes? Why shnuld the Animaleulum, 
or little Animal, go sueh a tedious Progress, 
make sueh a round-about Tour, when there is so 
mueh nearer a Road, so mueh shorter a Cut into 
Day-light? As to what tlie great Philosopher 
mentions of Strainers in the Bodies of Males, 
ihat was plainly owing to his Want of Skill in 
Anatomy ; and the only Doulit now remaining 
with me was, whether Animaleula did really float 
about in the Air, and slide down the Throat as he 
deseribed? for I had been used to think they 
were originally lodged in the Loins of the Males : 
But if Mr. Woollastm^s Hypothesis eould be 
proved, the Consequence, I thought, would then 
be easy and undeniable. Here again I was at a 
Stand; all before me was Darkness and Doubt ; 
I knew not if there were any sueh Animaleula, or, 
if there were, I supposed them too small to be 
discovered by the naked Eye ; and though per* 
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haps tliey might be diseemible with the Help of 
a Mieroseope, yet I knew not where to seek for 
ihose opporttme Plaees, hintetl at by the great 
Metaphysieian. 

In this seeond Perplexity, Portune again stept 
in to my Assistanee, and my Doubts were un- 
riddled by the Tollowing Passage in yii-giPs 

Georgieks : 

Ore oiitnes versee i« Zephyros stant nipiliiis altis, 
Ji.xceptantgue leves auras ; et see^e sine ulHs 
ConjKgiis weHto graviil^ (miralnle dielu) 
Saxa per et seopnhs et depressas eomialles 
Diffugiunt ; «0«, Knre, tuos, neqne Solis ad ortiis, 
In Boreani Caurnmgue, aut nnde nigerrimus Attsttr 
Nasdtur, et filuvio eontristat /rigore ewlnm. 

Thus translated by Mr. Drydm ; 

The Mares to Ctiffs o/ rngged Roeks rej>air, 

And, ■witk luide Nostrils, snuff the Westem Air : 

lyhen (wondroits to reiate) tite Parent Wind, 

Withottt the Stallion., propagates the Kind. 

Then, Jir'd ivith aiteorous Rage, tliey take Iheir l'ligkt 

Thrd Plains, ami luount thg Hiil's unegual Height. 

Nor to the North, nar to tke rising Sun, 

Nor Southiiiard to the rainy Regions ntn ; 

But boring to tlie West, and hov'ring tliere, 

With ^aping Mouths they draiuproUfic Air, 

Now il is well known, that this same YirgU 
was a great Natural Philosopher, as well as a 
Poet and a Parrier ; and here we see he eon- 
fidently asserts, that it was very eommon for 
Mares to beeome pregnant, without any Goition, 
only by turning iheir Kaees to the West, and 
snuffing up the Wind in that Quarter : But all 
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Naluralists being agreed that there is a great 
Analogy and Similitude in the generation of all 
Animals, whether Bipeds or Quadrupeds, it oc- 
eurred to me, that what had happened to a Mare, 
might, for this very Reason, happen to a Woman. 

Thus was I got successfully through two Steps 
of my Discovery : The great l'Voi'//asion has told 
me, that Animaleula were dispersed about in oppoT' 
tune Plaies, to be the Seed of all Generations ; 
and the greater Virgil had told me, that eertain 
Mares of his Acquaintance were impregnated by 
a West Wind, whieh, therefore, I eoneluded to be 
one of those opporiune Plaees, and eonsidered it as 
the proper Yehiele of these Aoating Emhryos. 

But not willing to rely on Hypothesis only, or 
presume on the Authority of great Names, espe- 
eially in this enlightened Age, where experimental 
Philosophy is so triumphant, and nothing goes 
down that is not niade obvious to our Senses, I 
resolved to have Demonstration before I ventured 
to publish my Thoughts to the World. There are. 
I know, a droU Sett of Gentlemen, who think 
themseWes authorised to tell any Lies in Print, 
and afterwards to quarrel with the World for not 
believing them : But for my Part, T write purely 
and simply for the Love of 1"mth, for the Use and 
Emolument of my Gountrymen ; and I should 
esteem myself the most unworthy of all Beings, if 
I presumed to amuse them with Eables, or abuse 
them with Eorgeries. 
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Aeeordingly, after mueh Exercise of my Inven- 
tion, I contrived a wonderiul eylindrieal, eatoptrieal, 
rotundo-concavo-convex Maehine (whereof a very 
exact Prinl will apeedilybe pubhshed for the Satis- 
faclion of the Gurious, designed by yir.H—y — «, 
and engraved by Mr. V — rtti) whieh being hermeti- 
eally sealed at one End, and eleelrihed aeeording 
to the nieest Laws of Eleetrieity, I ereeted it 
in a convenient Attitude to the West, as a kind of 
Trap to intereept the Aoating Animaleula in that 
prohlie Quarter of the Heavens. The Event an- 
swered my Expectation ; and when I had eaught a 
sufiicient Number of these small, original, unex- 
panded Minims of Existence, I spread them out 
carefully iike Silkworms Eg^, upon white Paper ; 
and then 'applying my best Mieroseope, plainly 
diseerned them to be little Men and Women. 
exacl in all their Linibs and Lineamenls, and 
ready to offer themselves litlle Gandidates for Life, 
whenever they should happen lo be imbibed with 
Air or Nutriment, and conveyed down into the 
Yessels of Generation. 



After this tirst Sueeess in my Undertaking, I 
eontinued to make Experimenls of various Kinds, 
too tedious to be related, for a whole Year, till I 
had at length f«lly established the Doetrine of 
Winds and Embryos ; and I find that as other 
Inseets are usually brought by an Easterly Wind, 
your Iluman InseeiT are always wafted from the 
opposile Quarter ; the Swarms of both appear 
Uke Blights to the naked.Eye; and both seem 
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destined to mueh the same End of Existence, 
/ritges eonsumere nait, born to eonsume the Pniits 
of the Ground. 

Oftentimes, while I was viewing them through 
my Glass, my Imagination would tum romantie 
upon the Subject, and represent to me the great 
Yariety of Fortune these Inseets might go through, 
whenever they should happen to be ealled out 
into Day-light. I said in my Mind, this little 
Reptile may be an Alexanddr, that a Fauslina, 
another a Tully, and another a Moimtebank ; 
aiid I was struek with Admiration to eonsider 
how niany Heroes, and Patriots, and Legislators, 
and Monarehs, were now eontained on a Sheet oi 
Paper, whose great Souls, in Time to eome, may 
niake them esteem the whole World too confined 
a Seene for their Ambition. I remembered the 
Sareasm of yuvenal, as true before Life as after 
Death, Expende Annibalem, &c. and I repeated, 
with a kind of Enthusiasm, those excellent Lines 
in Dr. Garth's Dispensary ; 

New ske un/oliis tke/aint ami daiuning Stri/e 

0/in/ant Atoms kindiing inio Li/e ; 

Uow the dim Speek o/ Entity began 

T e^tend tts reetnt Form, atui stretdt to Man ; 

To how minute an Origin -we oiue 

Young Ammon, GEesar, and ike great Nassau. 

But now the great Trial of all was eome, whieh, 
I beUeve, would have puzzled a whole Gollege of 
Physieians, and set at nought all the eonsulting 
Powers or W — i-w~k Lane. The preparatory 
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Points were established to iny entire Satisfaction, 
but whether Animaeula eould be ripened into 
Existence, by passing through the seminal Yessels 
ofa Woman only, was still a Question ; and how 
to make the Experiment, kie labor, illud opus. 
Very hard it was to know when a Woman had 
imbibed the neeessary Seed ; and harder still to 
restrain her from all Commerce with Man, till the 
Experiment had Time to take Effect. If I made 
Ghoiee of a married Woman, ihere the DifficuUies 
were innumerable ; or if I made Choice of a 
Maiden, Yirginity has, in all Ages, been esteemed 
a very brittle Ware ; and, I presume, has not 
greatly raended its Nature of later Days. Some- 
times I thought of taking a Wife, over whom I 
eould usurp an absolute Aulhority, and loek het 
up till the Day of her Labour ; but fearing she 
might grow desperate, when she should find I had 
only niarried her to try an Experiment upon her; 
and at the same Time grievousIy mistrusting the 
Gontinuanee of my own ASTeetion, after I had 
aeeomplished my Ends, I disraissed that Project, 
and resolyed, after mueh Perplexity, to hazard all 
upon a ehambermaid. Aeeordingly, having first 
persuaded the Girl she was ill, I read Jacob 
Behmen five Times over ; and then mixing up 
some Animaleula in a Ghymieal Preparation, I 
administered them to her as a Dose of Physiek. 
After whieh I disearded iny Eootnian, and suf- 
fered no Male Greature, in human Shape, to 
approaeh my Doors ; nay, so great was my Cau- 
tion to have ray Stratagem sueeeed, that I hardly 




permitted a Dog of the maseuline Gender to enter 
my House. 

In about Six Months it was very visible the 
Medieine had taken EfFect ; and let the Reader 
imagine, if he ean, the Joy I felt, when first I 
perceived her begin to bourgeon ; At the same 
Time too a little Circumstance happened, whieh 
heightened my Joy, and put the manner of her 
Goneeption beyond all PossibiHty of Doubt. As 
I was sitting alone one Morning in my Study, 
ruminating on this great Event, the Girl eame in 
to me with Tears in her Eyes, and having obtained 
my Leave to ask a Question, entreated me earnestly 
to tell her, tf it "was possibte lo breed a/te?- three 
Years ? Though I guessed the Drift of her Ques- 
tion, yet, aiTeeting an Air of Ignoranee, and putting 
on a grave Physteian's Aspeet, I ordered her to 
be more expltcit ; whereupon she proeeeded, with 
frequent Breaks of G'ryiug, to tell me how mueh 
she was aslonished at some Symptoms ; that 
Heuven above knew what was the Maiter with ha; 
btit she verily believed heisel/ a breedhig, and yet 
ske eould take her Bible Oath, she had not been — 
been — been touehed by a Alan/or these three Years^ 

■ When I wrote ihis, I had not seen a remarkable Case 
published in the Phihsophhal Traruaetwns of September, 
of a Woman, from whom a Postu^ wai extracted, that had 
been lodged thirteen Years in the Pallopian Tubes, seni 
from Riga. by Dr. yaiiies Monnsey, Physieian to the 
Cza,rina,'s Armj', together with the Bones of the said 
FQ2tus, a^ a Present to the Royat Soeiety of Lpiuion. 
The Woman, as we are told in that ingenious Treatise, 
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So then, said I, with a sterner Countenance, and 
a Tone nf Severity, Yoii confess then that about 
three Years ago, yoti was guilty of Ineoutineney ! 
— Yes, Sii; replied she, io be sure ii woidd be a 
Folly to deny it to a A/tin qf your Learning — to be 
sure I must eon/ess that about three Years ago — to 
be sure, Sir, I -jjas not <juite so good, Sir, as I should 



was a Soldier's Wife of Abo 'm Finland, of a middte 
Statitrt, who, being pregiiaiit for the thtrd Time in the 
Vear 1730, was atHieted with vioIent Pains and Twistings 
of the Bowels, &'c, and eomiiiued siekly for ten Years 
afterwardR. In the Month o^ Septtml'er, 1741, she piereed 
her Navel with an Awl , out of whieh ran a yellow-eoloured 
Water. &'<:. In ihe Morlh of ynne Iwo small Bones 
eame oui, &•€., and in O^tober, 1742, she was taken in 

Lhand by Dr. Monnsiy, and Mr. Geitle, Surgeon, who thrust 
a grooved Probe into ihe Fistnla, and inade an Ineision 
with a Bislory, upwards and obliquely, from the Linea 
nlba, into the Cavity of ihe Aiittaiiwn; but the Womati 
being unruly (as well she tnight) and the Operaiion not 
going on aeeording to the Doetor's lilting, he proeeeded 
no further till the next Day, &*i'. At ihe next Operation 
the Ineision was earried downward> ; but Care taken not 
to make the external Wound larger than needful, lest the 
Oiitenliim and Guls should fal) out, &'c. In short, the 
Faetus was at length extracted Pieee-meal at several 
diAieult Operations. Now eomparing all these Gireum- 
stanees together, it seems reasonable to be!ieve that this 
Pruit never was in the Cavity of the Womb, but that the 
impregnaled Ovitm was stopt in its Passage through one 
of ihe FallofiiaH Tubes, where it grew and was detained 
so many Vears. Nothing therefore ean be eoneluded 
from henee against the Cause I have assigned of my 
Maid's Pregnaney (as a. eertain learned Genileman of the 
Royat Soeiety, who eommunieated ihis Story lo me, seemed 
to imagine) for the Cases are very different ; and the on- 
eommon Delay of this Finland Woman's Delivery was 
owing to the prster-naiural Situation of the Fo: 
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htwe been, Sir. — My lasl Masler, Sir, wha was a 
Parson, Sir, — God /orgrue him and me too, — I am 
sure / have repented ii a hundred Times, — and I 
hope he has done tlie same. — The eourteous Reader, 
I hope, will pardon ray deseending to sueh low 
Partieulars, whieh, I confess, are beneath the 
Dignity of a Philosopher ; but as it veiy mueh 
eoneems me, in an AtTair of sueh Moment and 
Im]x>rtance to the World, to shew how regularly 
and eautiously I proeeeded, it was neeessary to 
deseribe the Girl's Simplieity as a Proof of her 
Ilonesty. Authors who write only for the Amuse- 
ment of Mankind, may ehoose and orait Circum- 
stanees at their own Pleasure, aeeording to the 
Rule of Horaee, 

QurB 

DesPtres traetata mteseere posse, relin^itas. 

But we who are unfortunately tied down to Truth, 
must write, as it were, in Petters, and are obliged 
to keep on in the direet Road, without the Privi- 
lege of tuming aside to entertain ourselves with 
Prospeets. Be it sufRcient, however, to say, that at 
the nine Months End, the Girl was delivered of a 
ehopping Boy, whom I have ever sinee edueated 
as my own, in spite of all the Galumny of the 
Neighbourhood ; and I eannot doubt, but, in 
Time, he will rise to be a Judge or an Alderman. 

Thus, Gentlemen of the Roynl Soeiety, I hope I 
have proved, in the most ineontestable manner, 
that a Woman may conceive without any Com- 
meree with Man ; that the World has been in an 
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Error for six thousand Years, and, probably, would 
have eontinued in it six thousand more, if I had 
not been born on piirpose to break through silly 
Prejudices of Edueation, and undeceive Mankind 
in so material a Point. Material I must eall it ; 
for how different is this from all the Discoveries 
oi Iseuu Newton the ,Star-gazer ! His, all of them, 
end in Speeulation, but mine extend to Praetiee ; 
his are only ealeulated for the Perusal of a few 
Gollege-Pedants, but mine offer themseWes to the 
World in general : And I shall shortly publish a 
large Volume to shew that this is the most natural 
Way of being born ; grounding my Demonstration 
on the ^oUowing infallible Argument, whieh I have 
drawn up syllogistieally, to prove my wonderful 
Talents in Logie. 

' Nature (say eertain Authors of great Erudition) 
is a very frugal old Lady, and a prodigious 
good OeeonomLst : She is observed to give 
herself as litlle Trouble as she ean, and to do 
every thing at the eheapest hand. 

But Animaleula niay be hatehed as eompletely 
in a Kemale Womb, as when they take the 
more tedious Progress through the Loins o( 
the Males also. 

Ergo, That is the right Road into Life, whieh 
is the shortest Road. 



' This U a Method mueh praetised by the 
Mr. W .. .rb. . .n, I suppose for the 
shew h)s Skill in ehoppiTig Logie. 
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And now — what shall I say next ? As it often 
happens that the Use and Piaetiee of a Thing are 
known, before the Theoiy of il is discovered, (for 
Instanee, Men of War eould batter down Towns 
with Bombs, long before it was proved that Pro- 
jectiles deserihe a parabolie Curve ; and Iittle 
Boys had amitsed themselves with the Shadows of 
a magie Lanthorn many a Day ere some great 
Philosophers undertook to esplain the Mysteries 
of that wonderful Maehine) so has it Tallen out in 
the Subject now under our Gonsideration ; History 
has here and there furnished an Example, and 
some Physieians of Antiquity have aeeidentally 
glaneed upon ihe Subject ; but still I think 1 
may ehallenge to myself the Merit of an original 
Invention ; and it would be very hard if a few 
Hints loosely dropt in old unfashionable Authors, 
whieh too I never saw lill after I had established 
my Theory, should prevail so far as to fix upon 
me the odious Seandal of Plagiarism. There are, 
I know, a Sort of maIevolent Readers, who take 
an infinite Pleasure in telHng you that all Authors 
have stolen their Works sinee the Days of one 
Orpkeiis ; and how lueky it is for that old Frcnch 
Poet, that we know not the Names of any of his 
Predeeessors ! but more espeeially they have re- 
eourse to this Device, whenever they find it no 
quite so easy to answer the Doetrine of a Book, 
and yet are determined to ery down its Repu- 
tation ; Then we are sure to hear, Lord, Sir ! the 
Fell(nv stole it all ; there is not a Page, nor a Line, 
nor a Word^ nor a Syllabk, nor a Leiter, nor a 
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Comma o/ ii his own ; I ean turn io ihe V£ry 
Beok and Plaee from whenee he pilfered it all. 
Now that I may antieipate this heavy Gensure, 
and save eertain ingenious Critics the Trouble of 
turning baek to the good old Writer (Peaee anto 
his Manes, whoever he be) from whom I tran- 
seribed ihi^ iittle Treatise, I have determined to 
produee of my own aeeord what few Passages I 
have aeeidentally met with upon this Subject, and 
afterwards I shall leave the World to deeide. 
whether in spite of sueh oeeasional Hints, I may 
not still be allowed to be the sole Proprietor of 
this wonderfiiI Hypothesis. 

Galen, in his eelebrated Treatise iipon the 
Measles, wherein he endeavours to aeeount for 
the Origin of that Distemper, delivers it as a 
eommon Opinion, that it was brought into the 
World by a Woman, born without the Assistanee 
of a Kather ; but he seems to treat this as a vulgar 
Fab!e, and ealls it a Notion ofthe MuUitude. 

Hippoerates informs us, that his Mother used 
frequently to tell him, she had no eamal Inter- 
eourse with his Pather for near two Years before 
his Birth, but that she found herself strangely 
influenccd one Evening, as she was walking in a 
Garden. His Kather obtained a Divorce on this 
Oeeasion, and the good Woman fell under the 
Reproaeh of all her Acquaintance : But I hope 
this Trealise will vindicate her Memory from the 
Infamy, whieh has ever sinee attended it through 
all sueeeeding Times. 



I 
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If we look baek to the fabulous Ages of the 
World, when every thing was aggrandized by 
poetie Omament, we read of many aneient Ladies, 
got with Ghild by sueh impossible Methods, that 
I believe they must have owed their Pregnaney to 
what I have been deseribing, and I hope all Com- 
mentators and Mytliologists will, for the hiture, 
faU in with my ExpIication. For what else are 
we to think of Juno'i growing big-bellied only 
with eating a Pieee of Gabbage,' whieh Ptora 
gathered for her in the Olenian Fields? 'Tis 
plain she must have swallowed some Animaleula 
at the same Time, and thus beeame with Child of 
Mars. How else are we to aeeount for the odd 
Goneeption oi Danai- 'mh&i Imprisonment ? Some 
old Oraele had foretold, that her Father Aerisius 
should have his Throat eut by a Grandson ; and 
to defeat this Predietion, he loeked up his only 
Daughter in a brazen Tower, under sueh elose 
Gonhnement, that it was impossible for any thing 
but Wind to get Aeeess to her ; yet in these 
eireumstanees the Lady was brought to Bed of 
the most mighty Perseus, who aeeomplished the 
Oraele in putting Aerisius to Death. The Poets 
indeed tell us a strange improbable Story of 
yupUer's raining himself through the Tiles of the 
House in a golden Shower ; but this is plainly a 

' Quod petis, Oleniis, inquam, mihi niissus ab arvi^ 
Flos dabit ; est hortis unieus ille meis. 
Protinus hasrentein deeerpsi polliee Aorem, 
Fitque poteas voti, Marsque ereatus erai. 

Ovid. last. V. 
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poede Pietion, invented to aeeount {fx a ptuiding 

Phsenomenon. 

The Story Df Boreas ninning au-ay with a youDg 
Heiress out of a Gairet Window, and getling her 
with Ghild {as Ovid deseribes it in his Meta- 
inorphosis) is more iramediately to our Purpose, 
and direetly ppints out the Manner of her Con- 
eeption. We all know, that it is the profession 
of Poetry to personalise all its Objects, and if 
a Lady found hersclf impregoated with Wind, 
nothing was so natural as to make a God of that 
Element, and impute the ESeets to supematural ' 
Power ; though I confess tbere is an Impropriety 
here aeeording to my System, but that may be 
owing to the Looseness of poetie Deseription, or, 
perhaps, the Lady mistook the Quarter of the 
Wind in telling her Story. In general we may 
eonelude, whenever we read of Vii^ns got with 
ehild by Rivers, by Dragons, by golden Showers, 
drT. that it was Wind, nothing in the World but 
Wind ; only for want of knowing the real Gause, 
ihey were glad to assign imaginary ones ; and the 
Poets getting hold of sueh improveable Topies. so 
overloaded them with Additions of their own, that 



' In this manner we inust interpret what Ot'/i/puts into 
the Mouth of Flora, where she tells us she was ravished by 
Zefihyrus, — 

\tr erat, errabam ; Zephyrus conspexit, abibam : 
lnsequitur, fugio : fortior ille fuit. 

Lib. V. Fasl. soi. el dehine 
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in the End they were all eonsidered in the Light 
of Fahle and Komanee. 

If we deseend froin these allegorie Ages to 
sueeeeding Times, when History had learnt a 
more sober Style, and was eontented to tell 
Tiuth without Disguise, we shall find some few 
Examples here also to our Purpose. Diodorus 
Sieulus informs us, in an old Edition of his Works, 
eommunieated to me by my learned and indus- 
trious P'riend the Rev. Dr. T — r, that a eertain 
Soreeress of Egypt, pretended, among other super- 
natural Glaims, to be able to breed without the 
Help of Man ; and under Golour of these Pre- 
tenees, wouid have persuaded People to believe 
her the eelebrated /rw, retumed to visit her native 
Gountry ; but at last a Priest of Taattius, or Me)-' 
curj!. was found in Bed with her, and so the Attair 
was at an End. 

Polybius has a Story more explicitly to our 
Purpose ; but he speaks of it with so mueh Dis- 
trust himself, that I will not venture to produee 
it, lest it should give an Air of Romanee to this 
Perfonnance.' 




Among ihe Roinan Historians, I ean only pro- 
duee an Example from Lwy^ of a Woman who 
was reported to have been dehyered of Twins in 

Sewpwi' fi« Tow KtArous ivffiitpan'0»/TaSi <■ t. A. 
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wmf ghw MMW LiglM ; 
HfpoQw^i \mt I appeal to Ihel 

H^-^b^. llMt (reat Deesder or| 
mti ttuAem Coi>Uavtniei, «ko i 

Z«ail 'yf Auf)vjrft to have their ^ 
ttttf0m\, wbetber notw 
4piAi4t \h€ Heril of tlw 9 
M r%fit t«lof^ to me? 1 
mM'* ff«me« wbo now 
^«m'nt jfl iIk Catak^pie of i 
(>»e ff*'/M f;r(/''AifKl Kc»pect ; i 
mtf mimin Pleiuttre^ )f he woaSd J 
S iMtMMi/rti m tb« i>exl Vol 
/-^/— /r, wlj«ney(rr ^tu pleaM> | 
W'/»W w((h (h*l l'/riK-ukiieeted '^' 
i^mttL*., it^ hli'/ulH ))a;/pcri rwt to 1 

M, («M*K alre«'J)' htnhhal with I 

/^ lHti/*mitmn iittvl \o 1« «ure orte < 
trtir'IIy t^/iiU)fi «*ery Ihlriit) «(ill I have . 
Ut «npMi » tjattti itim hirii by thi: J[ 
ihairti ma, iiMoriDatt to Ctutom» ;' 
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able Mention I have made of him, and wilh some 
eompliments on my Peribrmanee, to make an 
Overture of his Acquainlance. 

It now remains, before I eonelude, to explain 
the great Advantages that will flow from the 
Publieation of this Treatise ; fur this it is, whieh 
must redeem me from the reproachful Name of a 
Projector, and rank me in the Number of thoRe 
illustrious Worlhies, who have invented useful 
Arts for the better Aeeomodation and Happiness 
of human I,ife.' 

And, in the first Plaee, I hope I shall merit 
univer5ally the Thanks of all the Fair Sex, for 
disabusing Mankind on the Subject of Conception, 
and teaehing them how a Woman may be with 
eiiild in a single State, eunsistently with the 
purest Yirtue. 

Cur ego despere»! Jieri situ: C'oHJuge Mater, 
Et parere intaito, dnmmodo easta, vira < 

But before this was known, when the World 
was foolish enough to suppose Goition always 
previous to Conception, how many Ladies have 
innoeently lost iheir Reputation ? How many 
unhappy Creatiires have fallen under the Gensures 
of a malieious World, been eiteluded from Yisits, 
Ieft out of Card-Parties, and pointed at by Prudes. 
only for the slight Inconvenience uf happening to 

I iM-uentas atil qiti viiam excoliiere per artes, ViRC, 
I Quoted for the Sake of ^ QuuUtioit. 
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be brought to Bed before Marriage? Whereas, 
when onee this Discovery is spread, it wUl be 
easy for a young Lady to lose her Maidenhead 
without losing her Gharaeter, and to take the Air 
without any Dread of Calumny and Reproaeh in 
Consequence of so innoeent a Gratiiieation. 

yam rtdit et virgo, redeunt Saturiiia regiut, 
yam Hova progemes eoelo demittitur alto. 

Another great Benefit resulting from this Dis- 
covery, will be the utter Abolition of Matrimony, 
whieh has long been eomplained of by all the 
polite World, as a Nuisanee grievous and in- 
tolerable, ineonsistent with all the Artieles of 
modern Pleasure, and destructive of that Freedom, 
whieh of Right belongs to Gentlemen. In eonse- 
quence whereof, we see Dukes and Dutehesses, 
Lords and Ladies, and all the Great, whoring, 
divorcing, poisoning one another, starving one 
another, eutting one another's Throats, and prae- 
tising every other genteel fashionable Art to break 
loose from their Fetters, and reseue themselves 
from this worse than Egyptian Bondage. Now 
as I am a most devoted Admirer of the Great, 
apt to esteem every thing wise, lawful and right, 
that eomes from the Mouth of a Nobleman, I 
aeeount myself happy to be Author of a Seheme, 
that Talls in so naturally with their Desires, and 
will deliver them from that most pemieious In- 
stitution, supported by no other Authority than 
that of the Seriptures, an Authority long obsolete 
and out of Date with the puliter Part of Mankind ! 
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And as I eannot doubt but all Women for the 
fiiture will ehoose to propagate the Speeies upon 
the Plan here reeomraended, I ean assure them 
for their Comfort, that their Satisfaction will be 
as great in this Way, as in the ordinary and 
eoarser Communication with Man ; whieh indeed 
the Fondness that Ladies have always expressed 
for Zephyrs, abundantly provea, though hitherto 
they have been ignorant of the Cause of the agree- 
able Sensations excited by that amorous Wind. 

But the most eapital Advantage of all remains 
yet to be told, and in deseribing of this I must 
exaU my Slyle : 

Major rerum iiiiki naseitur ordo, 

Majus opus moveo. 

There is a eertain Distemper most fatally epi- 
demie, whieh has mueh eraployed the Speeulation, 
and more the Praetiee, of Mankind. Whether 
with Physieians we eall it the Lues Vetierea, with 
'Potheearies the Yenereal Disease, wilh Ladies 
the Frenck Disieviper, or with fine Gentlemen llie 
P — X ; it is known by all these Denominations, 
besides an infinite Number of inferior Titles, that 
mark the several Stages of this puissant, destroying 
Pestilenee. 

Noniina iitilU, 

Mille noeendi artes, 

Some tell you that Columbus brought it over 
from his new Ameriean World in a Ban-box ; and 
that it is nothing more than the Yaws operating 
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differently upon European Constitutioiis.' Otheis 
are eontented to go do £arther for it than Pranee ; 
and very eonSdently assure us, Ihat it was im- 
ported hither among other elegant Aeeomplish- 
ments, for whieh we have been indebted to that 
Land of Luxury and Refinement. But though its 
Origin be doubtful and uneerlain, its Atchieve- 
ments are unqueslionably sure ; and, oh, that I 
had the Pen of Eraeastorius to deseribe the Ravage 
it eonunits upon a human Body ! Lend, lend 
me Assistanee, all ye battered Rakes, while with 
blaekest Ink I undertake to paint the Havocks 
of that honourable Disease, of whieh thousands of 
your P'orefathers have died, and whereof yourseIves 
so vain-gloriously boast in Taverns and Coffee- 
houses, to the great Advanceraent of Yirtue and 

Morality. Say, illustrious and and , 

for ye know. with what fatal Rapidity its Venom 
over-nins the Constitution, how it undermines the 
Teeth, unhinges the Nose, soddens the Flesh, 
strikes Kottenness to the Bones, and poisons the 
very spinal Marrow. Say, farther, most enviable 
Sons of Pleasure ! for this also Experience may 
liave taught you, how it spreads by Gontagion, 
and operates by Communication. Some Hus- 

' However some People may eontend for the modern 
Introduetion of this Distemper, 1 am persuaded it b as old 
a^ the Days of HereuUs, and that this illustrious Giant- 
killer was infected with it. The envenomed Shirt of 
Nessus, and the Tormenls he suffered by putting it on, 
are plainly a Poetie Allegori-, wbieh I interpret in the 
fallowing easy Manner. — Ntssus p— x'd his Whore, and 
she p — x'd HereuUs. 
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bands give it their Wives, and some Wives give 
it their Husbands. Nor does the Evil end with 
Life, but revives again in the Posterity, is tntailed 
on the Heirs of great Pamilies, inherited in sure 
Sueeession, and oftentimes, too often, proves the 
only thing that is inherited by Heirs of noble, but 
eorrupted Blood. Henee arises an enervated Pro- 
geny, weak in their Persons, and weaker in their 
Understandings ; a puny, ill-eompounded, unmanly 
Raee, who bear about them the Marks of their 
Father's Wiekedness in most iegible Gharaeters ; 
and though Hable to be blown away by every 
Elast of Wind, have the Arroganee to strut through 
the Mall with Swords by their Sides, and fancy 
themselves Men. Alas I their Mother's Ghamber- 
maids would make better Men. 

Non hisjuvenius ortit parmtihm 
In/eeit aquor sangiiine Galtieo. 

Now this Distemper, so terrible in its Effects, 
and so pemieious in its Consequences, has been 
attaeked for many Genturies, by all the Esenlapian 
Art in vain ; ' Mereury has exhausted all its fruit- 
less Powers ; Salivations exerted their eleansing 
InAuenee without Effect ; and the mighty Ward, 
with his illustrious Pill, sits despairing in an Elbow- 
ehair at Whitekall, to find himself defeated by this 
invincible Disease, But what neither physieal Pre- 

1 Casar tells us our old British Aneestors worshipped 
Merenry above all the Gods, Deum maxifne Mereurium 
eolunt, Zi.ii. ITieir modem Deseendants still worship the 
same Deily, 
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seriptions, nor ehirui gieal Operations, what neither 
Empiries with their Pills, nor Graduates of the 
Faculty with their Purges, have been able to 
aeeomplish ; I pretend to perform in a safe, easy, 
effectual Manner, [absit superbia dieto) and fDr 
ever to drive out the P — x from his Majesty's 
Dominions. If all in female Shape (for I dare 
not eall thera all Women) will agree to seelude 
themselyes from the foul Embraees uf Men for one 
Year (whieh I aeeount a very modest Proposal, as 
I oRer them a better Gratitieation in lieu of what 
they are to forfeit) this ruinous Plague must eease 
from among us. And I humbly reeommend it, 
with all due Submission, to the Judgment and 
Consideration of the most honourable the L — ds 
of the P. C. whether a R — 1 Ediet would not be 
well employed, to forbid all Copulatic)n throughout 
the Kingdom for tlie Spaee of one whole Year, 
beginning from Lady-day next, in order to stop 
the Growth and Inerease of a Gontagion mueh 
more fatal than that whieh now sweeps away our 
horned Gattle, and equally deserving the Inter- 
position of Authority, 

But Objectors still may be apt to question,whether 
your double-distilCd Children, who pass through 
the seminal Yessels -o^ both Sexes in the old Way 
of Generation, are not of Oourse more healthy and 
vigorous, Ihan your single-distiWd Infants will be, 
who are to receive only the Nurture of a female 
Womb ? In Confutation of whieh silly Prejudice, 
tbough I eould produee several very eogent Ai^u- 
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ments from the Depth of Philosophy, yet I ehoose 
to answer this Query by anothet ; Whether the 
present Raee of Fathers, espeeially those in high 
Life, under the Circumstances I have deseribed, 
are qua!iiyed to beget Ghildren at all? But when 
Women are Ieft to breed of themselves, and the 
Venereal Disease is banished from among us, we 
may then hope to see an Offspriiig robust and 
healthy ; British Valour will then recover its 
aneient glory ; new Oressys, new Agineourts, new 
Blenheims sueeeed to gi-aee our Annals, 

Nor Henry be the last tkat conquers France. 

Wherefore, not doubting but my Seheme will 
immediately take Plaee, I shall apply very soon 
for a Patent to seeure to myself the sole Advantage 
of this Discovery ; and in the mean Time I have 
taken a House in the Hay-market, dans le marehi 
au foiv, where I shall give Attendanee to all 
Women desirous of breeding, from the Hours of 
Seven or Eight in the Evening, till Twelve at 
Night ; and if they will quietly submit themseWes 
to my Experiment, I will ensure their Pregnaney 
at the proper Time, ealeulating from the Hour 
they did me the Favour of their Yisit. Let them 
eonsider that the Glory and Interest of Great 
Britain are miv incu7nben£ upon them, that it is 
in their Power to raise our Vigour, and, as I may 
say, to mend the Breed of Englishmen. In so 
doing, their Names will be reeorded in History, 
as the illustrious Propagators of Heroism, the 
Pounders of a new Seet of Men, and be handed 
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down to Posterity eqiially famoiis with the Spartan 
and Homan Ladies, whose many gallant Atchieve- 
ments for the Good of their Gountries, in Times of 
Distress, engaged Poets and Historians in their 
Praise. 

But prineipaliy and eamestly I address myself to 
you, Gentlemen of the Royal Soriety, luho shtne in 
the Dignity of F. R. S. and I hope you will reeom- 
mend this Treatise to the Wortd with all the 
Warmth and Zeal, that beeomes the Promoters 
of useful Knowledge, the Patrons of Learning, 
the Judges of Seienee, and the Investigators of 
Truth. 

I am, Gentlemen, with all possible Respeet, 
Deference. Submission, and Yeneration, 

Your most obedient, hunible, 

and devoted Serunnt^ 

Abraiiam Johnson. 
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